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President Update: By Beth Clarkson
It was a long time coming. The Coos Bay Downtown Association
Board members have finally agreed on a new logo design. The old
logo had been with the organization before I even came on and Iʼve
been a board member since 2002. I canʼt even tell you who had
designed the old logo or the story behind why it was a seagull and a
fish. The old logo never expressed what the CBDA is, a membership
of businesses and individuals that following the mission, which states, “The mission of the

Coos Bay Downtown Association (CBDA) is to foster the development of downtown Coos Bay by
strengthening local business, encouraging new business, and connecting the community through
partnerships. The Coos Bay Downtown Association is committed to promoting Coos Bay as an attractive
place to live, work, and visit by continually enhancing the quality of life in the downtown area.” The new
logo, taking its place at the top of the newsletter, does give you a better sense of what we represent. I wonʼt
tell you howmany past logo ideas were presented or howmuch effort it took to agree to this logo but I will
tell you that I like it. I hope you do too.

Organization Committee Corner: By Katie Granado
Spring has sprung and the CBDA Promotions Committee is preparing for our Summer
festivals. The Blackberry Arts festival will be held August 26th & 27th. This juried art
festival is full of beautiful hand cra�ed pieces and delicious food. It features a judged
blackberry recipe contest, open to all, that has both sweet and savory blackberry
dishes. Prizes are awarded to first, second and third place. This year we are also adding
a Kids Zone full of arts and cra�s projects that allow children to have some hands-on
creative experiences. The Blackberry Jammusic festival will be featuring singer
songwriters from all over the state. You can look forward to hearing Jeff Torrance, Trent Beaver, Terry Rob,
Chris Coach and Ben Rice perform live at the festival.

The Bay Area Fun Festival is September 16th & 17th. It includes a vendor market, Kid Zone, music festival
and parade. This yearʼs theme is “Under the Sea” and we are looking forward to seeing what all of the
parade participants come up with to celebrate the end of Summer. Visitors to the fun festival can also enjoy
the Prefontaine run and a classic car cruise.

Applications are available for both festival markets on our website coosbaydowntown.org. T-shirts for both
festivals are available, pre-sale only, on the web site as well. If you would like to be a vendor, participate in
a Kid Zone or the parade, enter the blackberry recipe contest or volunteer for either event please email
director@coosbaydowntown.org. We are excited to share these great community events with you and look
forward to seeing you there.
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From our Executive Director: Holly Boardman

The CBDA is part of Oregon Main Street and we are happy to share some news

on their behalf.

Itʼs tax season, have you done yours yet? #OregonMainStreet looked at their

tax impacts for the last decade and discovered something awesome! Since

2011, our network has boosted statewide tax revenue by 3.5 million dollars. Revitalizing Main

Street certainly does more thanmakes it look like a million bucks.

Main Street is alive and well and our numbers are here to prove it. Since 2011, #OregonMainStreet

has contributed an additional $266 million dollars of revenue statewide. We are proof that: small

businesses do not mean small profits; historic preservation can help orchestrate housing

development; intentional placemaking attracts people; and above all Main Street is impactful

beyond its size.

Advertisements in this Newsletter are provided by Gold Members, we thank you for your support. If
you are interested in becoming a Gold Member contact Holly Boardman, 541-266-9706 per email
info@coosbaydowntown.org.
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FFeatured Member of the Month

This month, the Coos Bay Downtown Association shines the spotlight on Ziply Fiber. I had the pleasure
of talking with the community development manager, Valerie Henson.

Tell us about your business.
Ziply Fiber bought all of Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montanaʼs assets in May of 2020. However, we are a fiber
optic internet service that offers super fast symmetrical speeds, meaning you get the same upload and download
speeds.

Why are you a Downtown Associationmember?
I feel it is important to be involved in our community events whether through sponsorships or volunteering
opportunities and staying in the loop with other business owners.

Do you have any advice for new business owners?
Donʼt put all your eggs in one basket, always have a backup plan. Secure your business with an additional internet
service. Construction can bemessy and cables tend to get cut easily around here.

What is your favorite place downtown?
7 Devils Alehouse Waterfront has won me over this last year. They have beautiful views, great food, service and
drinks! If Iʼm strolling downtown Coos Bay, the boardwalk is always a relaxing atmosphere…minus rainstorms.

When you are not working, where in Coos Bay do you like to spend
your time?
When Iʼm not working, I enjoy spending time with my family and of
course visiting our beautiful beaches!
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FOLLOWING THROUGHON GOALS
At the beginning of every year manymake new year resolutions. According
to a 2021 Forbes article, most New Yearʼs resolutions are about
self-improvement (living healthier, becoming happier, losing weight,
exercising more, and the list goes on). While manymake these resolutions,
its reported that less than 10% achieve them. It is easy to forget our good
intentions. It is also hard to stay committed when we are juggling so much
in our day to day lives. So why do we do it? I think we do it because we
want more out of life; something better for us and those we care about.

Earlier this year, the City Council underwent a process to identify its two-year resolutions (Council Goals) to make
necessary improvements, all in an effort to make something better for all those who live, work or visit our
community. We identified the following nine overarching goal areas; each having goal related tasks or sub goals
identified:
• Goal 1. Working Well Together
• Goal 2. Working with Key Partners
• Goal 3. Maintain and Improve Public Infrastructure
• Goal 4. Addressing Housing and Homelessness
• Goal 5. Economic Development
• Goal 6. Public Safety
• Goal 7. Communication Between the City and Citizens
• Goal 8. City Manager Transition Plan
• Goal 9. Council Goal Tracking
In an effort to achieve the Councilʼs goals, we are making it a priority to assess the progress made and identify next
steps on a quarterly basis. While the ink is barely dry on the adopted 2023-2025 Council goals, we had our first
quarterly review this week. We are making progress, which translates to improvements for our city. The report has
been posted on the Cityʼs website here, Council Goals Update 03252023.
-Joe Benetti, Mayor of Coos Bay
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Whatʼs happening at the Egyptian this month!

7



8



9



This year volunteers will be collecting trash on the 101 corridor and competing for the coveted

"Trash Trophy." Food and beverages provided a�er the compliments of our friends at The Mill

Casino, RV Park, and Resort.

Schedule of Events

8 a.m.-9 a.m.-Team check in The Mill Casino 3201 Tremont Ave, North Bend. Gather at the north

parking lot in the gravel area.

9 a.m.-12 p.m.- Cleanup Brigade

12 p.m.-1 p.m.- Hot Dog and Soda's for the volunteers- Awarding the Trash Trophy to the team that

collected the most liter.

1 p.m.-Taking out the Trash Parade.
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